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December 29, 2005
Mr. Paul Martine






Prime Minister of Canada, 

80 Wellington Street
Ottawa
K1A 0A2
Fax: 613-941-6900

Request for clarification of position

Dear Prime Minister, 

I am writing on behalf of the Solidarity Committee for Ethiopian Political prisoners (SOCEPP - Canada) to ask for clarification on your party’s position about issues of Human and Democratic Rights in Ethiopia.

As you might be aware, The Solidarity Committee for Ethiopian Political Prisoners (SOCEPP) is a non-sectarian, not for a profit humanitarian organization established by concerned people to publicize the plight of Ethiopian political prisoners and to solicit support from the international community for the respect of Human and Democratic rights in Ethiopia.
Since its inception in 1995, the SOCEPP has published a number of reports and communiqués participated in Human Rights consultation and worked robustly to publicize the Human Rights situation in Ethiopia. We have communicated with Canadian Members of Parliament on a number of occasions and appealed for their active intervention to pressure the ruling group (EPRDF) in Ethiopia so that it respects internationally established Human and Democratic standards. Our work, in this regard, is well known by the thousands of Canadians of Ethiopian origin and other Canadian friends of Ethiopia. 

Despite our relentless effort, those who dare to exercise their basic rights in Ethiopia continue to be subjected to untold abuse and terror. They have been gunned down, tortured and disappeared by the ruling group’s (EPRDF) military forces.  Those killed include elected members of parliament, family members who protested the arrest of their partners, children as young as ten years old, the elderly and women.

 Following the May 2005 election, this violation has reached yet another repulsive level. Those who dare challenge the ruling party are subjected to unparalleled tortures, disappearance and killings regardless of age and gender. Parents were shot at point blank range in front of their children. Over 45,000 have been arrested and sent to concentration camps. The most disturbing action of the government includes sawing the seed of hate and ethnic conflicts among the diverse linguistic and religious groups in the country. 

Canadians of Ethiopian origin and friends of Ethiopia are following this tragic development very closely. They are also observing what the contribution of their adopted country, Canada, would be in helping the people of Ethiopia in their struggle for the respect of their basic rights.  

During this federal election period, we are interested to know and publicize what is the position of each federal political party in relation to the above. We have no doubt that understanding the position of each party would assist each Canadian of Ethiopian origin and friends of Ethiopia to make an informed and meaningful choice.

In this regard, we are kindly requesting you to provide us with your response to the questions outlined below on or before January 10, 2006. Effective January 11, 2006, SOCEPP Canada will widely publicize each party’s response (or non response) to Canadians of Ethiopian origin and friends of Ethiopia so that they could make an informed choice on January 23, 2006.

· What is your party’s assessment of the Human and Democratic situation in Ethiopia today?  

· Following the May 2005 election, the ruling party in Ethiopia, the EPRDF, has unleashed massive repression including killings of unarmed demonstrators, massive imprisonment, torture and detention of opposition leaders and supporters, journalists and leaders of the civic society. How would you evaluate Canada’s position in relation to this tragedy? What do you say Canada should do now to help stop this unabated repression?  

· In the last 14 years, Canada has spent millions of dollars sponsoring Ethiopian government officials including members of the ruling political party’s top officials, judges, etc for training and experience sharing tours. However, Canada’s support to the opposition has been nonexistent. A number of people say that Canada’s assistance is a one sided approach which only strengthens the repressive hand of the ruling party.   Would you support extending similar support to the opposition parties and other independent organizations? Do you believe that Canada’s assistance to Ethiopia (except humanitarian assistance) should be tied to measurable progress in respect of Human Rights, the rule of law and democratic governance?  

· The government of Canada is a major donor to Ethiopia; Part of Canada’s financial support goes directly to subsidize the government’s yearly budget. Increasing numbers of Canadian’s of Ethiopian origin and members of the international community are asking for targeted sanction against the government  and channeling funding through  non government organizations unless substantial improvement is shown on Human and Democratic rights.  What is your party’s view regarding the above?  

· In the last 14 years Canada has spent millions of dollars to “promote human rights and good governance “in Ethiopia. However, today, we see that the same government that has been supported by Canada is among the top abusers of rights in Africa. Did Canada miss something in its assessment of the situation in Ethiopia, was Canada ignoring or minimizing the reality on the ground or was Canada’s investment misguided?  Given the circumstances, do you think it is time to conduct a comprehensive review of the assistance provided to Ethiopia?

· Canada sent about 500 observers to Ukraine during the disputed election. However, it did not send even a single observer to Ethiopia during the May 2005 election.  As a result, a number of people say that the Canadian government did not apply similar standard when it comes to the issue of democracy and election in the two countries. What would you say? 

· There are a number of indications that the ruling group in Ethiopia will intensify the repression of rights in the coming months? What proactive steps would you suggest Canada should take to avert further tragedy?  

· What would your party do in the first four months after the commencement of the new parliament (whether elected or as opposition) to address the serious Human Rights violation in Ethiopia? 

Thank you for taking the time out of your very busy schedule to answer our inquiries.

Sincerely

Aklilu Wendaferew, MSW

Chair, SOCEPP Canada
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